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supply on disc/flash drive (which will be returned). If in any doubt, please contact Dan.
Contact details:
Drake’s Drinker Editor: Andrew Richardson
Email editor@plymouth.camra.org.uk or ring 07546937596
Thank you very much for reading this far. | hope that we can have a long and mutually-beneficial relationship.
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Andy Richardson,
Editor, Drake’s Drinker.

DISCLAIMER

The views or opinions expressed in Drake’s Drinker are not necessarily those of the campaign for real ale or the editor.
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On a recent trip up country | decided to pop into Burton upon Trent and visit the
National Brewery Centre.

My overnight accommodation, situated just across the road from the railway station,
used to be an old grain warehouse belonging to Midland Railway. Unfortunately they
didn’t have a store room and | couldn’t check in until 3pm. So suitcase in hand | potted
off to visit the museum. The entrance fee also includes 3 tokens for drinks in the Brewery
Tap next door. There was a tour starting at 1.30pm which | duly joined.

As with most museums time is really short so | couldn’t see everything in detail. The
tour itself lasts about 90 minutes or so but you are free to revisit all areas at will. Of
course Burton is famous for its beer which was due not only to its famous water but also
excellent transport system. (It was said that it was impossible to rob a bank and get away
as there were 34 railway crossings in the town.) At one time Burton brewed about 25%
of the total beer brewed in the UK.

The museum closes earlier in the winter season at 4 pm, so after my visit | went to
sample the beers in the Brewery Tap next door. The Heritage Brewing Company brews
the beers on sale on site. There were 6 heritage beers on sale, some long since gone but
have been resurrected using old recipes. The brewery opened in 2011 and is hoping to
bottle the beers for general sale this year. On offer were the following: Victoria pale ale
3.5%, Offilers Best bitter 4%, originally from Derby closed in 1965; Charrington Oatmeal
Stout 4%, originally a London brewer which merged and was finally taken over by a
bigger brewery in 1962,with the name finally disappearing in 1975. Also on offer were
St Modwens Golden Ale 4.1% named after the patron saint of Burton, Charrington IPA

4.5% and finally Masterpiece IPA 5.4% named after a dray horse.
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All the beers were very good indeed.

After the museum | popped into a few local watering holes. My favourite was Coopers
Tavern, a free house owned by Joules brewery. It has been a pub since 1771 and has been
run for the last 10 years by landlady Mary Bagley. The actual bar area is very small with
a couple of beer barrels as tables. On offer on my visit were 9 beers served from cask as
well as two handpulls. Of course, Bass is the most famous beer on offer brewed just over
the road. The pub has won many awards including West Midland cider pub of the year
from 2008-2011, also National Cider pub of the year in 2011 as well as Staffordshire pub
of the year in 2015. Well worth a visit.

Around the corner was The Devonshire Arms a Burton Bridge Brewery pub. It started
brewing beer in 1982 and is now the second biggest brewer of beer in Burton. On offer
was Burton Bridge bitter 4.2%, a very light in colour Stairway to heaven at 5% and a guest
beer from Grainstore brewery in Rutland by the name of Leicestershire Red Kite 3.8%.

Also visited were two recently opened micro pubs. Firstly The Last Heretic, named
after the last person executed for heresy in England in 1612 who was from Burton. The
pub opened in May 2016. Also visited was the Weighbridge Inn opened in September
2016 in the old coal yard offices behind the old grain house warehouse, which is now
a Travelodge. They sell mostly Wentwell brewery beers but have at least 2 guest beers
from other microbreweries.

So with its excellent travel connections and interesting beers to drink, this town is highly
recommended. | went for a Burton and you can too!

Phil Ward



BRANCH DIARY & EVENTS

Here is the branch diary of meetings and socials for the next few months. All meetings
start at 20:00 pm unless indicated otherwise. Please contact our Branch Contact,
lan Daniels, contact@plymouth.camra.org.uk or 01822 616861, or Simon our Social
Secretary socials@plymouth.camra.org.uk or 01752 290750 for further details.

Branch Meeting - March 2017
Wednesday 1st March 2017
8:00 pm King’s Arms
Branch Social Meeting will take place at the King’s Arms, Oreston, at 2000, followed by a social
gathering.
Stonehouse Saunter Friday 31st March 2017 8:00 pm Lord High Admiral
Take a trip with us around the Stonehouse area of Plymouth, meeting at the Lord High Admiral at

1200 on Saturday 18th March 2017. Further details will be added closer to the time, and the date
will be confirmed.

Branch Annual General Meeting 2017
Saturday 22nd April 2017

The Branch Annual General Meeting 2017 will take place at a Venue TBC, in the function
room at 1200 for a prompt 1230 start. Membership cards are required.

Any items for the agenda, and nominations for committee positions, should be sent to the Branch
Secretary, lan Daniels, on secretary@plymouth.camra.org.uk to arrive by 1200 on 15th April 2017.

Nominations should be in writing, with a proposer, a seconder and a statement indicating the
willingness of the volunteer to stand for the post. Membership numbers of all three members must
also be included.

Members wishing to attend should indicate their intention to contact@plymouth.camra.org.uk to
enable the correct catering arrangements to be made.

Visit Tucker’s Maltings SIBA Beer Festival 2017 Saturday 29th April 2017 9:45 am Tuckers Maltings,
Newton Abbot

Meet at the train station at 0945 for the 1002 train towards Newton Abbot (Group Saver Tickets).
The plan is flexible, but expect to leave the festival in mid afternoon for a slow “bimble” around
Newton Abbot. All timings are subject to change




Tuckers Maltings beer Festival-2016

| was approached in 2016 by Norman from Summerskills brewery if | was
interested in volunteering to work at this year’s festival again. | said yes so
the process was started. | wasn’t sure who to contact as it is a SIBA (Society of
Independent Brewers) event and not a CAMRA festival.

My first impression upon arrival was the very wet conditions of the grass area
and in the marquee which was extremely wet and muddy. This was owing to
heavy overnight rain as well as a high tide. This tends to cause the nearby river
to swell and burst its banks and the water spills up out of the gutter and manhole
covers outside the entrance.

After signing in and picking up my staff pass and glass, | proceeded to start
serving. The beers near the entrance were the top end of the alphabet
so my patch was the general area from S to Z. One of the other volunteers
recommended to me to sample Sign of Spring 4.6% from Stonehenge brewery,
before it ran out. It was a speciality beer green in colour and very nice it was too.
This beer tended to be the first drink that many people tried owing to its unique
colour. Sure enough, after a couple of hours the barrel ran dry. Saturday was the

last day of the festival so barrels were running out quite often.
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The festival itself is held over 3 days and has grown to become one of the most
popular festivals in the area. It is organized by SIBA and is held every year in
April. This year’s festival was the 24th festival since it started in 1993 with only
8 breweries involved. It has grown to include 100 breweries present with about
270 different beers on show. The south west branch of SIBA covers an area from
Cornwall up to Wiltshire. Devon has the most breweries with 31 and the Chanel
Isles have the least with 2 breweries present. Tuckers Maltings is only a short
walk from Newton Abbot Railway station so attracts many people from around
the country.

An interesting observation | noticed was the number of women who were very
discerning and very knowledgeable about their beers. Many women seem to
enjoy dark beers not necessary because of the strength but mainly because it is
a beer they have never tried before. As well as the vast array of beers on show
there is also food and entertainment available and of course a chance to meet
up with old friends.

If you have never volunteered to work at a beer festival before it is a worthwhile
experience. So why not sign up especially as the up- coming Plymouth beer
Festival, which has a new venue and many more people will be required to
work in many different areas. So climb on board and help your branch have a
successful festival.

YOUR ADVERT CAN GO HERE

5000 COPIES OF Drakes Drinker are
distributed in Devon, Cornwall and

are also taken to other parts of the UK
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Hop Off The Press

April and our Branch AGM are fast approaching,

if you are a member of the Plymouth Branch of CAMRA
and you feel you are able to help why not apply for one
or more of the following position:

e Branch Chairman

e Branch Cider Representative

e Branch Clubs Officer

¢ Branch Contact

¢ Branch GBG Coordinator

e Branch LocAle Coordinator

e Branch Magazine Editor

e Branch Membership Secretary

e Branch NBSS Coordinator e Branch Treasurer

e Branch Press and Publicity Officer e Branch Website Coordinator

e Branch Pub Database Coordinator e Branch Young Member Contact
e Branch Secretary e Branch Public Affairs Officer

e Branch Social Media Coordinator e Branch Public Transport Officer
e Branch Social Secretary e Branch Pubs Officer

e Branch Student Liaison Officer e Branch Pub Protection Officer

The Branch Annual General Meeting 2017 will take place at a Thistle Park Tavern, in
the function room at 12.00 for a prompt 12.30 start. Membership cards are required.

Any items for the agenda, and nominations for committee positions, should be
sent to the Branch Secretary, lan Daniels, on secretary@plymouth.camra.org.uk to
arrive by 1200 on 15th April 2017.

Nominations should be in writing, with a proposer, a seconder and a statement
indicating the willingness of the volunteer to stand for the post. Membership
numbers of all three members must also be included.

Members wishing to attend should indicate their intention to contact@plymouth.
camra.org.uk to enable the correct catering arrangements to be made.

There will be two meeting to be held with regard to the future of Drakes Drinker
on the following dates:

Thursday 7pm on 9th March at the Mannamead, Mutley Plain, Plymouth
Saturday 11th March 1pm on 11th March
(Venue to be confirmed - Please see website)

Once again we would like articles for Drakes Drinker. So on your journeys around ale
and cider establishments, please take the time to write something for future issues,
photos are also welcome.
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The following pub and brewery news was reported at the branch meeting on
Wednesday 11th January 2017.

Pub News
There have been no Cask Marque changes to the official list of pubs by Cask Marque; the licensee of the Morley Arms,
Laira Bridge, is looking at retiring at the end of March — we would like to wish him all the very best for the future;
the Trout ‘N’ Tipple, Tavistock, is now offering up to four real ales, which are in pins; the Mussel Inn, Down Thomas, is
being sold free of lease by Enterprise Inns; & Bread & Roses, Ebrington Street, City Centre has joined our Pub Discount
Scheme, offering members 10% off a pint — thank you very much. Please show them your support by visiting Bread
and Roses.

Brewery News

CAMRA have decided January 2017 Pub and Brewery News to change the way in which the “CAMRA Says This Is Real
Ale” for bottle conditioned beers is verified. Basically, the brewery are responsible for sending the bottled beer(s) to
Brew Lab in Sunderland, along with a cheque for £15.00 to cover the technical issues involved in testing the beer for
fermentable products. One bottle of each beer is sufficient for testing. The brewery should contact CAMRA head office
in the first instance for full details on 01727 867201 and speak to reception.

Rebel — despite vociferous denials — went into administration in late December, but were very optimistic that they
will be taken over “soon”. Brewing is temporarily suspended. Post Meeting Note: Clear Brew, the cellar management
company, have made a successful offer for Rebel — we wish them well in their new venture! Big Rabbit, Cullompton,
ceased production in November, with no definite news; Moor Beer, Bristol, received CAMRA RAIB Accreditation for
their CANNED beer range, the first brewery to do so!! Rocket Science Craft Ales, Bristol, have been very difficult to get
hold of during 2016, and have now been deemed to have ceased production, as their beers haven’t been seen and
emails/phone calls go unanswered; Towles’, Bristol, have also ceased production. No further news available; North
Curry, Somerset, owner Peter has retired, leaving his son, Jack, to brew on the plant under his own brewery name,
Beat Ales, with an office in Bristol; Kettlesmith, near Bath, is a new brewery, established in Dec 2016, brewing cask,
keg and bottle (unknown if RAIB); Penpont, Cornwall, ceased brewing temporarily (Nov and Dec), but are believed
to be brewing again (Jan 2017). It is unclear if their Firebrand branded beers are still available; DEYA, Cheltenham, is
another new brewery producing keg-only beers at present, as are Verdant Brewing, Falmouth; Bale Ale, Brentor, are a
small micro brewery with one ale available so far, Haytor Rebel BPA, on bottle conditioned form. Owner/brewer James
has contacted Head Office re gaining CAMRA RAIB accreditation; Tavy Ales have released a new beer, Tavy Golden Ale,
ABV 4.0%.

December 2016 Pub And Brewery News. The following pub and brewery news was reported at
the branch committee meeting on Monday 28th November 2016.

The Brixton Village Stores, Old Road, Brixton, PL8 2BS, now sells over 100 bottled beers from around the country,
including Summerskills, Dartmoor, South Hams, and Timothy Taylor. Unfortunately, it was reported that Mussel Inn,
Down Thomas, has closed; Newmarket Tavern is now serving a House Beer named Newmarket Nectar ABV 4.1%, which
is brewed by Caledonian Brewery, as well as Dartmoor Jail Ale, St. Austell Tribute and Shepherd Neame Spitfire; some
good news — the King’s Arms, Tamerton Foliot, has reopened. The Swallow, Bretonside, is now serving real ale again.
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The Miners Arms is a family friendly 17th Century
Pub and Brasserie situated in Hemerdon village.

A freehouse open all day serving real ales, ciders,
lagers and its own exclusive ale Tungsten Tipple,

produced by Dartmoor Brewery.

The Miners Arms. Hemerdon, Plympton, Devon. PL7 SBU

The Brasserie with its new team, offers a menu
full of fresh delicious food made daily, catering
for all tastes.

Book a table in the Brasserie or why not sit on
the terrace over looking Plympton with Plymouth
in the distance. The gardens

offer families a safe

play area for small -~ OR
’ il
children.

s amnEY

K YET nMETTLE Y H A
We look forward B R :

to welcoming
you to The

Miners Arms.

www.theminersarmspub.co.uk 01752 336040

PLYMOUTH'S INDEPENDENT BEER SHOP

Selling over 120 different beers from same of the
best breweries in the UK and wor |dwide in bottles,
cans and on tap

A short walk from Drake Circus on Exeter Strest

Beer list updated weekly at
wwn.vesselbeer.co.uk

VESSEL

BEER SHOP
Open as a shop:

Tuesday to Sunday, 11am to dpm
184 Exeter Street - Rlymouth - PL4 ONQ d W P
(7796567445
Open as a bar and shop:

facebank - tuitter - instagram every Saturday, 11am to 11pm

@yesse|plymonth
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Ale city - Shettield

Think of Sheffield and what do you
think of? Some people may say steel |
or snooker, others may say Hillsbourgh |
or even The Full Monty, but ale? Well, |
after reading an interesting article on I
the BBC website entitled “Is Sheffield I
the real ale capital of Britain?” I
I thought | must go and find out.

Public transport is very good and
very reasonably priced which also
includes an extensive tram system.
After taking a trip on the tram from
the railway station to get my bearings
of the layout of the city, | found out S
the historic area of Kelham Island was Bar in the Harlequin
the general area to head for.

My first pub visited was The Harlequin which was Sheffield CAMRA cider pub of the year in 2011,
2013 and 2016. Well what an eye opener. Not a particularly attractive pub but more than made
up by what was on offer inside.

There were beers from Exit 33 brewery including Ginger Ninja 6%, a stout at 6%, a strong IPA
5.1% as well as lightweight 3.8% at £2.60 a pint. There was also whisky cask nut brown ale at
6% which has matured for 12 months in oak whisky casks. There were also various guest beers
including Clash London Porter from Revolutions Brewing Company as well as Jesters from Raw-
Brew Company - classic English pale ale. Alongside an extensive range of beers there were 14
ciders, 40 rums, 40 gins and about two dozen whiskies, so you are bound to find a tipple or two to
try. If these are not your cup of tea, there were also 6 European lagers on draft including Erdinger
Dunkel. Allin all, an extraordinary choice.

The next pub visited was The Riverside located next to the river Don. There was a large beer
garden overlooking the river with an outside serving area. This was not your average traditional
sort of pub but had the feeling of a yuppie sort of place selling mostly craft beers. Most of the
beers on tap were from Black Iris brewery in Nottingham, as well as 3 guest beers. | had a New
Zealand style stout Stab in the dark at 5% followed by Bajam Breakfast tropical oatmeal pale ale.

Around the corner from the pub was Kelham Island, which used to be an old industrial area but
has now been transformed by new housing as well as The Kelham Island industrial museum. The
Fat cat pub, which was my favourite pub visited has been a pub since 1850 and was formally
known as The Alma due to the name of the road. It is situated next to the museum and Kelham
Island Brewery. On offer were 10 ales and 2 ciders. It is a traditional pub with no music and no
electronic machines. A real gem attracting not only local working people but visitors sampling the
various pubs in the area.
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The Kelham Island Tavern is one of the most
famous pubs in Sheffield. It has been Sheffield
pub of the year every year from 2004 till 2016. It
was also Yorkshire Pub of the year 8 times since
2004 and was voted CAMRA National Pub of the
year in 2008 and 2009. There were 8 regular
beers and an outstanding choice of 18 guest
beers. | guess it is one of the most visited pubs in
Sheffield with good reason. It is said that people
doing ale trails in Sheffield bring in more money
than snooker tournaments.

Another interesting pub not too far away was
. The Gardeners Rest. On my visit it was being
sold as a Community pub with shares on sale
from £100 upwards. It hosts various community
activities as well as an activity space for the arts.
© It offers five Sheffield beers as well as seven

guest beers. Outside there was a very nice and
1 unusual beer garden with a couple of fire places
| including a wood burning stove overlooking the
| river. A real local pub with a strong community
i feeling about it.

Just up the road was The Forest pub with Toolmakers Brewery next door. On offer were Sonic2
4.2% a light beer, a bitter lynchpin 4% as well as an unusual tasting milk stout Centre punch at
4.5%. There were 6 breweries within a 5 minute walk from the pub.

The Shakespeare Pub re-opened in 2011 after being closed for 18 months after being closed by
Punch Tavern pub company .It is an old Georgian coaching inn. It is well known as a live music
venue especially for folk music. Since it has reopened it has served over 4000 cask ales and over
400 keg ales. As well as its 10 ales and five guest beers on sale there are about 100 whiskies, 20
gins and a wide variety of bottled beers. There is no food available but has a 1950’s jukebox with
music from that era.

Another Sheffield landmark is The Sheffield Tap which may lend itself to another article at a later
date.

These were just a few of the interesting pubs | visited in Sheffield and with its 57 breweries in the
Sheffield and surrounding area you are really spoilt for choice.

If its mainstream beers like Tribute or Doom Bar you are after you may be disappointed.

| my return back via London | wanted to check out a couple of pubs near Russell Square but the
heavy rain put paid to my plans, so | decided to re visit a pub | discovered a couple of years ago
in Maida Vale.

The Eagle is a Sam Smiths pub only a 5 minute bus ride via Little Venice from Paddington railway
station. It is a lovely mid Victorian era décor with lots of woodpaneling and old style lighting and
at £3.10 a pint has got to be a real bargain especially as the nearby pub is over £5 a pint. Well
worth a visit to help with your long journey back home.

14 Phil Ward
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PUB DISCOUNT SCHEME

The Campaign for Real Ale has over 950 members in the Plymouth area, and over 182 000
members nationwide. All of these are thirsty real ale drinkers, and love a good deal!

The CAMRA Discount Scheme enables pubs to promote their business to our members and hopefully
encourage more trade. The discount given will be advertised free of charge in our branch magazine,
Drake’s Drinker, as well as on this website and the National CAMRA website. We can also provide
posters to advertise the offer to visitors. If you are the licensee of a pub and are interested of taking
part in this scheme, please contact our Pubs Campaigns Coordinator,

Andy Richardson, at pubnews@plymouth.camra.org.uk

The following pub discount information has been received by Plymouth CAMRA and is given in good
faith, but is liable to change at short notice. Some discounts may be modified or restricted when
special promotions are on offer.

Brass Monkey Royal Parade, City Centre, Plymouth, PL1 1DS, where the discount is 10%/pint

Bread & Roses 62 Ebrington Street, City Centre, Plymouth, PL4 9AF, where the discount is 10%/pint
Dolphin Hotel 14, The Barbican, Plymouth, PL1 2LS, where the discount is 15p/pint

Fishermans Arms Lambhay Hill, Barbican, PL1 2NN, where the discount is 10%/pint, 20% on food
Fortescue Hotel Mutley Plain, Plymouth, PL4 6JQ, where the discount is 10%/pint, and on half pint
Golden Hind Mannamead Road, Plymouth, PL3 5RJ, where the discount is 10%/pint, and on half pint
Horse & Groom Exeter Road, Bittaford, Ivybridge, PL21 OEL, where the discount is 10%/pint

Minerva Inn 31, Looe Street, Barbican, Plymouth PL4 OEA* See below

Nowhere Inn Gilwell Street, City Centre, Plymouth, PL4 8BU, where the discount is 10%/pint

Olde Plough Inn Fore Street, Bere Ferrers, PL20 7JG, where the discount is 10%/pint, for both
real ale and cider

Stoke Inn Devonport Road, Stoke, Plymouth, PL3 4DL, where the discount is 10%/pint

Tamar Morshead Road, Crownhill, Plymouth, PL6 5AD, where the discount is 10%/pint

Union Inn Underwood Lane, Plympton, PL7 1SY **See below

Waterloo Inn 30, Waterloo Street, Stoke, PL1 5RS, where the discount is 10%/pint

Who'd Have Thought It Inn Milton Combe, Yelverton, PL20 6HP, where the discount is 6%/pint

W Britannia Inn 2 Wolseley Road, Milehouse, Plymouth, PL2 3BH 6,.-.509

W Gog & Magog Southside Street, Barbican, Plymouth, PL1 2LA

W Mannamead Mutley Plain, Plymouth, PL4 6JH E [
W Queen’s Head Hotel 80 West Street, Tavistock, PL19 8AQ ‘MHh W

W Stannary Court Ridgeway, Plympton, PL7 2AW 0
W Union Rooms Union Street, City Centre, Plymouth, PL1 2SU ’-"'N‘r

KEY
* Minerva Inn offers a discount on all real ales via a monthly Loyalty Card, which costs £1.00. The card is valid
between 1130 - 1500 Mon - Fri. Real ales are then £3.00/pint.
**Union Inn offers all real ale £2.50/pint between 1600-1900 Monday; 1600-1800 Tuesday — Thursday; & 1600-
1700 Friday to all customers. (This is currently suspended (May 2016))
W prefix applies to all JD Wetherspoon outlets which accept CAMRA Member vouchers for both real ale and
real cider/perry — please check the reverse of the voucher to check that it is still in date!

Information correct on 1st March 2017
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MOETEERTELERS OF PLYTIONTH

Plymouth Summer
Homebrew Competition

g
-
. Saturday 1°t July | X8
» /)

Judging from 1300, Winners %
announced from 1700

The Fortescue, Plymouth

Entry Requirements: 2 x 330ml-1L bottles (PET or Glass Entry Categories
accepted). Beers will be entered and judged in line with SIBA Classificaiton:

Entry forms will be available on the day
Standard Mild & Brown Ales

If you are unable to attend on the day, brews can also Porters, Stouts, Old ales, Strong Milds, & Strong Brown Ales
be submitted beforehand to: Bitters and Pfale ales

The Hop Shop, Dale Road, Plymouth, PL4 6PE. Lagers fmd Pilsners

Please e-mail homebrewersplymouth@gmail.com Speciality Beers

for an entry form.

ALL HOMEBREWS WELCOME, FROM KITS TO FULL MASH! IN ASSOCIATION WITH

PLYMOUTH CAMR A& woUTH =
S s
1 5| HOMEBREWERS OF PLYMOUTH %

GREEN VALLEY CYDER

at Darts Farm, Topsham

Wide range of bottled
beers, ciders, perries and
- apple juices from
The Bridge, Shaw Way, Mount Batten, Plymouth, PL9 9XH independent producers
Tel: 01752 403888
The Bridge sits right next door to the busy Yacht Haven Marina down at

Mount Batten; being just a stone’s throw from the waterfront we have the
most wonderful views over the marina and towards the City of Plymouth.

The Turtley Corn Mill, Avonwick, TQ10 9ES Tel: 01364 646100 Open seven days a week
Welcome to The Turtley Corn Mill, in the heart of the South Hams. Tel. 01392 - 876658
We are family owned and run and have been at the helm
for over ten years now.

For that Pint of your Dreams

Happy to support Plymouth CAMRA
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PUB BEER FESTIVALS

Why do pubs have beer festivals?

Numerous reasons, the Landlord/Landlady likes promoting real ales. It gets new and
more punters into their Pub. They usually take up this extra custom to raise money
for a charity (quite often a local one). Most of them will have at least a dozen or more
different Ales on offer and some will also have additional Real ciders. Most will also
have arranged live music and even food/barbecues at the event. All this is to offer their
customers the opportunity to taste a variety of different Ales.

J.D.Wetherspoons outlets do a national beer festival, normally twice a year, one in March
and one in October. Other Plymouth pubs that spring to mind are the Nowhere Inn,
Gilwell Street who do two ale festivals normally in February and August. Minerva Inn,
Looe Street, Barbican also two festivals usually in April and October. Dolphin Hotel on the
Barbican one usually held at Easter. Fisherman’s Arms, 31 Lambhay Street, Barbican will
have twice a year. Brass Monkey on Royal Parade will occasionally have the odd one in
the year. Fortescue Hotel on Mutley Plain will have one on August bank holiday weekend.
Clovelly Bay Inn at Turnchapel will have four a year, normally on bank holiday periods.
Stoke Inn, 43 Devonport road, Stoke will have one on August bank holiday weekend.
The Prince Maurice, 3 Church Hill,

Eggbuckland will have two, one in |NSI@)RII DI R EILOIONYE

April and the other in October.

But going out of Plymouth, | would
like to introduce you to the Horse and
Groom at Bittaford (just outside of
Ivybridge). Their Ale festival is always
held on the first weekend of July every
year. The village style pub is on the
old A38 road from Ivybridge. A bus
stop is right outside the pub and a
return journey back to Plymouth is
the bus stop opposite the pub on the
other side of the road. The Stagecoach Home Cooked food using Local Produce
2 x 60z Steak meals for £10 (Monday to Friday)

Gold starts at Royal Parade, Plymouth

taking approximately 30 minutes

before arrivmg at the g G U ”Cider&Sausagce)::z’z‘llzﬁtvfirlilal;:‘:)ivze;‘:‘s; 30t April 2017

the pUb- Cost is approx. £3: please “Summer Real Ale Festival (over 30 Real Ales) 30t June, 1
do not fall asleep on the bus, it goes &2 July 2017

all the way to Torquay via Totnes 01752 892358
and Palgnton. BITTAFORD, NR IVYBRIDGE, DEVON PL21 OEL

Open all day every day
Food Served 12 noon til 2pm & 6pm til 9pm Every Day

Families, Children and well behaved dogs welcome

5 Real Ales and 2 Ciders, Camra LocAle
Included in the Good Beer Guide again [l

Beer Garden and Children Play Area

Free Car park and near Bus Stop and Train station

Monthly Quiz first Thursday of every month




Beware though, because the last bus back to Plymouth in the evening leaves approx.
21.45hrs. If you would like to stay longer a taxi would be a bit expensive, so you could
always arrange a designated driver.

Dawn, Olly and Rose are the owners of this family run pub, they organise the festival
to run over the Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Approximately 35 Ales are available over
the weekend. Marquees are set up in the pub car park with a small stage for the music
entertainment, Bar and eating areas. Some of the Ales will be inside the pub. The festival
will have some of the monies going to a local charity. | have been to this Pub festival the
last two years and will be going again this coming July. | recommend that you go early
have your tea at the venue, enjoy the ales and entertainment, soak up the atmosphere
and make sure you catch that last bus back to Plymouth.
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There are many other pubs within the Plymouth and surrounding area that also have
the odd Ale festival, so | can only apologise to any readers if | have missed them out.
Please take this opportunity to contact Plymouth Camra giving us early notification, so
we can post it on our website. Or even contact the Editor of Drakes Drinker to have an
advertisement placed in this quarterly magazine
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PLEASE MIND THE GAP!
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Lee Norton reports from the South Devon Railway Beer and Cider Festival at Staverton
station, 27th August.

The South Devon Railway operates between Buckfastleigh and Totnes. It usually serves
up three beer and cider festivals a year.

The festival itself is held on the platform at Staverton station. Such a venue is quite
unusual, especially now the Minehead fest has “hit the buffers.”

This is a popular event, even in an age where on bank holiday weekends there seems to
be a beer festival at every other pub.

On this particular day, the weather was fair and the attendance was good. A relaxed
ambience punctuated by the regular arrivals of steam and diesel trains.
Is this worth going to?

If you have an interest in railways, it’s an absolute must. You'll have a chance to see
and ride three or four different trains and enjoy some associated nostalgia. Some
memorabilia is also available to buy.
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This fest is generally well organised. The beer and cider list is accompanied by another
one showing the replacement and standby beers. The bar and products are clearly laid
out and there is a nice and simple £10 “starter pack” which provides a glass and six half
pint tokens.

The ladies are catered for. Those not here for the beer can indulge in wine, Prosecco or
Pimms.

It's friendly and there are quiet sessions.

What are the drawbacks?
Firstly, if you are getting the train from Totnes, be prepared to pay £9.80 for the privilege.

Although the range was quite interesting, for a festival featuring around 60 beers, one
might expect more than one ale to be of 6% or more ABV.

There is a lack of seating and the venue is fairly small. | wonder if Buckfastleigh station
might be more appropriate.

All in all, a grand day out. A trip back in time, you might say. If only the beer cost 1d a




PUBLIC TRANSPORT LINKS

Local Bus Companies
If you have any questions about public transport in and around Plymouth, please contact our
Public Transport Officer, George McCarron, on pto@plymouth.camra.org.uk

Plymouth CityBus

Plymouth Citybus Limited, 1 Milehouse Road, Milehouse, Plymouth, Devon, PL3 4AA
telephone 01752 662271

Please email customer.services@plymouthbus.co.uk

Stagecoach South West

Stagecoach South West, Belgrave Road, Exeter, Devon, EX1 2LB
Telephone 01392 427711,

disability helpline 01392 889749,

Please email southwest.enquiries@stagecoachbus.com

Tally Ho Coaches

Tally Ho Coaches, Station Yard Industrial Estate, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 1ES
Telephone 01548 853081

Please email info@tallyhocoaches.co.uk

Target Travel

Langage Business Park, Plympton, Plymouth, Devon PL7 5JY
Telephone 01752 242000

Please email admin@targettravel.info

Country Bus

King Charles Business Park, Old Newton Road, Heathfield, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 6UT
Telephone 01626 833664

Please email info@countrybusdevon.co.uk

Traveline South West Journey Planner

Combine journey’s by bus, train, coach and ferry for travel in the south west.

Visit Traveline South West
Telephone 0871 200 2233 (calls cost 10p/min from a BT landline, price at December 2015)

Train Companies
Great Western Railway
Write to GWR Customer Support, FREEPOST RSKT-AHAZ-SLRH, Plymouth PL4 6AB

Cross Country Trains
Office: XC Trains Limited, Admiral Way, Doxford International Business Park, Sunderland, SR3 3XP

J
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PLYMOUTH TRADING STANDARDS

Plymouth Trading Standards Service aims to protect and promote the safety and
economic and environmental interests of Plymouth consumers and businesses. It
aims to ensure that Plymouth’s prosperity is not jeopardised by unfair or illegal
trading. Particular consideration is given to the protection of customers who may
be vulnerable. The Service enforces laws concerned with the quality, quantity,
marketing, description and safety of a whole range of goods and services.

Visit PLYMOUTH TRADING STANDARDS

Telephone 01752 304147

Please email trading.standards@plymouth.gov.uk

DEVON AND SOMERSET

TRADING STANDARDS

Trading Standards Service covering Devon (except Torquay and Plymouth Unitary
areas) & Somerset (except the North Somerset and Bath & North East Somerset
areas). They are a joint service commissioned by Devon & Somerset County
Councils. They help to ensure a level playing field for businesses.

Visit DEVON TRADING STANDARDS
Telephone 01392 381381 (from Devon)
Telephone 0845 3459181 (from Somerset)

Please email tsadvice@devon.gov.uk
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Plymouth CAMRA LocAle Scheme

The Campaign for Real Ale has a scheme called CAMRA LocAle. This initiative promotes
pubs which sell locally-brewed real ale, builds on the growing consumer demand for
quality local produce and an increased awareness of “green” issues. It is coordinated
by local branches of CAMRA, in this case the Plymouth branch. In Devon and Cornwall,
the distance from the pub to the relevant brewery must be 30 miles or less to qualify.
County boundaries and CAMRA branch boundaries are totally irrelevant.

Avonwick Dousland

Avon Inn Avonwick TQ10 9NB Burrator Inn Dousland PL20 6NP

Turtley Corn Mill Avonwick TQ10 9ES Ermington

Bere Ferrers Crooked Spire The Square Ermington PL21 9LP
Olde Plough Inn Fore Street Bere Ferrers PL20 7)G Hemerdon

Bittaford Miner’s Arms Hemerdon PL7 5BU

Horse & Groom Exeter Road Bittaford PL21 OEL Hexworthy

Brixton Forest Inn Hexworthy PL20 65D

Foxhound Inn Brixton Brixton PL8 2AH Mary Tavy

Buckland Monachorum Mary Tavy Inn Lane Head Mary Tavy PL19 9PN
Drake Manor Inn The Village Buckland Monachorum Meavy

PL207NA Royal Oak Inn Meavy PL20 6P)

California Cross Merrivale

California Inn California Cross PL21 05G Dartmoor Inn Merrivale PL20 65T
Chipshop Milton Combe

Copper Penny Inn Chipshop PL19 8NT Whod Have Thought It Inn Milton Combe PL20 6HP
Clearbrook Modbury

Skylark Inn Clearbrook PL20 6JD Exeter Inn Church Street Modbury PL21 0QR
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Noss Mayo

Ship Inn Noss Mayo PL8 1EW

Plymouth

Artillery Arms 6 Pound Street Plymouth PL1 3RH
Brass Monkey 12-14 Royal Parade Plymouth PL1 1DS
Bread & Roses 62 Ebrington Street Plymouth PL4 9AF
Britannia Inn 2 Wolesely Road Plymouth PL2 3BH
Clifton Inn 35 Clifton Street Plymouth PL4 8)B

Fawn Private Members Club 39 Prospect Street Plymouth
PL4 8NY

Fishermans Arms 31 Lambhay Street Plymouth PL1 2NN
Fortescue Hotel 37 Mutley Plain Plymouth PL4 6JQ

Gog & Magog 58 Southside Street Plymouth PL1 2LA
Golden Hind 260 Mannamead Road Plymouth PL3 5R)
Kitty 0Hanlon’s 5 St Andrews Street Plymouth PL1 2AH
Mannamead 61 Mutley Plain Plymouth PL4 6JH
Maritime Inn 19 Southside Street Plymouth PL12LD
Masonic Inn 65 Devonport Road Plymouth PL3 4DL
Minerva Inn 31 Looe Street Plymouth PL4 OEA

Noah's Ark 32a Courtney Street Plymouth PL1 1EP
Nowhere Inn 21 Gilwell Street Plymouth PL4 8BU
Plymouth Hoe Club 1-2 Osbourne Place Plymouth PL1 2PU
Porters 20-21 Looe Street Plymouth PL4 OEA

Prince Maurice 3 Church Hill Plymouth PL6 5R)
Providence 20 Providence Street Plymouth PL4 8)Q

Pub On The Hoe 159 Citadel Road Plymouth PL1 2HU
Stoke Inn 43 Devonport Road Plymouth PL3 4DL

Thistle Park Tavern 32 Commercial Road Plymouth PL4 OLE
Union Rooms 19 Union Street Plymouth PLT 25U
Waterloo Inn 30 Waterloo Street Plymouth PL1 5RS
West Hoe 24 Bishop’s Place Plymouth PLT 3BW

Plympton

Colebrook Inn Colebrook Road Plympton PL7 4AA
London Inn 8 Church Road Plympton PL7 1NH

Stannary Court 95-99 Ridgeway Plympton PL7 2AA
Union Inn 17 Underwood Road Plympton PL7 1SY
Plymstock

Drake’s Drum 19 Radford Park Road Plymstock PL9 9DN
Postbridge

East Dart Hotel Postbridge PL20 6T)

Warren House Inn Postbridge PL20 6TA
Princetown

Plume Of Feathers Inn Plymouth Hill Princetown PL20 6QQ
Prince Of Wales Hotel Tavistock Road Princetown PL20 6QF
Ringmore

Journey’s End Inn Ringmore TQ7 4HL

Sparkwell

Welbeck Manor Hotel & Sparkwell Golf Course Sparkwell
PL7 5DF

Tavistock

Bedford Hotel 1 Plymouth Road Tavistock PL19 8BB
Queen’s Head Hote 180 West Street Tavistock PL19 8AQ
Trout 'N'Tipple Parkwood Road Tavistock PL19 0JS
Turnchapel

Boringdon Arms 13 Boringdon Terrace Turnchapel PL9 9TQ
Clovelly Bay Inn 1 Boringdon Road Turnchapel PL9 9TB
Wembury

0dd Wheel Knighton Road Wembury PL9 0JD
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www.plymouthcamra.org.uk

Contacts

Branch Contact lan Daniels contact@plymouth.camra.org.uk 01822 616861
Branch Vice Chairman lan Dickinson vicechairman@plymouth.camra.org.uk
Branch Secretary lan Daniels secretary@plymouth.camra.org.uk
Branch Treasurer Alan Warden treasurer@plymouth.camra.org.uk
Magazine Editor Andrew Richardson editor@plymouth.camra.org.uk
Pub Campaigns Co-ordinator Andrew Richardson pubnews@plymouth.camra.org.uk
Social Secretary Simon Claringbold socials@plymouth.camra.org.uk 01752 290750
Press and Publicity Officer lan Dickinson press@plymouth.camra.org.uk
Cider Coordinator Lee Norton cider@plymouth.camra.org.uk
Membership Secretary Alan Warden membership@plymouth.camra.org.uk
Public Transport Officer George McCarron pto@plymouth.camra.org.uk

DARTMOOR'S FINEST

The UK’s highest brewery at 1,465ft above sea level, Dartmoor Brewery creates handcrafted
cask conditioned real ales with authentic Dartmoor character from its heartland in Princetown.
ince its formation in 1994, Dartmoor Brewery has gone from strength to sirength producing
ity ales using the finest local ingredients, ain highly regarded across the

and real ale drinkers.

Dartmoor Brewery Ltd, Station Road, Princetown, Devon PL20 6QX
Telephone: 01822 890789 Fax: 01822 890798 www.dartmoorbrewery.co.uk BREWERY
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BIMBLING AROUND
THE BARBICAN

Wednesday 28th December, time for A walk of approximately nine seconds took
the annual Plymouth CAMRA Barbican usinto the Ship. Not the cheapest hostelry
Bimble — an opportunity to blow off the but very smart and popular. The real ales
festive cobwebs and wear that grotesque available were Proper Job and Tribute. |
Christmas jumper for the last time. went into the fridge (not literally) for the
wonderful Admiral’s Ale. Very
nice but it would be excellent
if bottled beers were kept at
room temperature.

14 souls this year, which is pretty
much in keeping with the usual 4
turnout. It's always a great bash
because it’s very relaxed and
the “feel good factor” is
in abundance.

By the time we were
nestling in the soft
and comfortable
bosom of the
Queens Arms, our
level of relaxation
had increased
greatly. This pub
almost feels like
you are in a Great
Aunt’s lounge and is
g fantastic for convivial
NPA, St Austell High ' conversation.  The

Speed Death and Joll beers were almost
HF:JIIy B A Z\ice 4£EBREW'ET) ﬁ‘lﬁb irrelevant but for the
scrumpy produced by Lyme Bay T record they were Doom,
by the name of Ernie Boy’s. ribute, Jail and Otter Ale.

The Dolphin, by contrast, is of course a
no — nonsense, spit and sawdust boozer
which is a Good Beer Guide regular. For
a long time it served only Bass but now it
is home to a wide range of ales. We could
also choose from Jail, Skinners Betty Stogs,

Next it was the Maritime. On offer were  gh4rns Doom and Atlantic IPA and also St
Maritime Best, (brewed by Tavy Ales) aystell Tribute and Proper Job.

Skinners Christmas Fairy (Dan obviously ) i
had a pint of this) and Caledonian Golden We then ma('je th‘? arsﬂuous Tl with
XPA. some of us displaying just the suspicion of

Our first port of call
is the Minerva.
This creaking old
building has a few
tales to tell and
will usually offer
some interesting
beer and cider. On
this day we were
treated to Cottage

Once we were sure we were up to full
capacity, it was time to head down the
road to Porters. The pub was well attended
and the Bays Devon Dumpling was very
pleasant.

28



" = %
‘PHE FAMOUS
MR JONES: #

Preudum Guol

w15

a stagger, to the Fishermans Arms. This is
another cosy establishment with a friendly
welcome and good beer. Behind the bar
was Mr Jones from Summerskills and
Yellow Hammer from Hanlons.

We then reached the beer — soaked
point of the day when some of the party
wished to go this way, whilst the others
wished to go the other. This is perfectly
understandable when the Barbican area of
Plymouth is one’s oyster. | had been joined
by an old friend from Taunton who wished
to probe the more dark and devious, so |
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took him to the Cider House via the Thistle
Park Tavern.

The Thistle was in very good form and
served a wonderful pint of Eddystone. Also
on offer were Long Man Copper Hop and
the timeless XSB.

All'in all, a brilliant day....... We had plenty
of ale, George’s musical jumper got
another run out, we enjoyed music and
laughter and my friend was never seen
again.

Lee Norton



Join CAMRA Today

Complete the Direct Debit form and you will receive 15 months membership
for the price of 12 and a fantastic discount on your membership subscription.
Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form, visit
www.camra.org.uk/joinus or call 01727 867201. All forms should be addressed to the:

Membership Department, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, 5t Albans, AL1 4LW.

Your Details

Title _______ Sumame

Forenamels)
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy)
Address

Postocode

Email address

Tel Nols)

Partner's Details (if Joint Membership)

Title —__ Sumame

Forename(s)

Date of Birth {(dd/mm/yyyy)

Email address (if different from main mamber)

Campaigning for Pub Goers
& Beer Drinkers

e Skl OEOOED

Direct Debit Non DD
Single Membership £25 [] €27 []
(UK & EU)

Joint Membership £30.50 [_] £32.50 []
{Pariner at the same address)

For Young Member and other concessionary
rates please visit www.camra.org.uk or call
01727 867201,

| wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale,
and agree to abide by the Memorandum and
Articles of Association

| enclose a cheque for.
Signed —_____ Date
Applications will be processed within 21 days

Enjoying Real Ale
& Pubs




CAMRA
2017 AGM
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CAMPAIGN MEMBERS' WEEKEND
FOR Bournemouth Intematienal_Centre
REAL ALE _ 7th - 9th April 2017
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Please register online at: www.camraagm.org.uk
or return form to 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL| 4LW

Membership#___ Joint Membership # (if applicable)

First Name First Name

Surname Surname

Email (Closing date for postal & online registration is Friday |7th March 2017)

If you would like to volunteer, please circle below to indicate when you would like to
work. Your details will be passed on to the staffing officer and you will be contacted
closer to the event.

TueAM/PM WedAM/PM  Thur AM/PM FriAM/PM  SatAM/PM  SunAM/PM

Please circle if you have any specialist skills: first aider / cellarman / local knowledge / logistics / customer service / other



Visit our website:-
www.summerskills.co.uk

Facebook.com/summerskills.brewery
@SummrSkills #SummerSkills




